SUPPORTING DREAMERS
POST-ELECTION
December 6th, 2016

WELCOME PARTNER COLLEGES AND OTHERS
Our nation’s undocumented immigrant youth and their families need
our support now more than ever.
We remain steadfast in our belief that nothing should stand in the way
of a DREAMer in getting a college education— not the cost,
immigration status, or the lack of financial aid.

AGENDA
• Practices Presented by City University of New York and by
Metropolitan State University of Denver
• Presentation of other College Practices collected by TheDream.US
• Updates from TheDream.US on our practices
• Q&A, comments and sharing

POST-ELECTION PRACTICES AT CUNY
THE CITY UNIVERSITY OF NEW YORK
By Rachel Stephenson
University Director

CUNY DESCRIPTION
The City University of New York includes 11 senior colleges, seven
community colleges, The Macaulay Honors College and five graduate
and professional schools, located throughout the city’s five boroughs.
The University serves more than 274,350 degree-seeking students and
260,000 adult and continuing education students.

RESPONSE AFTER THE ELECTION
• CUNY’s Chancellor and college Presidents across the system
responded immediately, sending messages to their communities,
hosting town hall meetings, inviting students to lunch, facilitating
informational panels, and more.
• I will highlight two events for undocumented students that have been
organized by the central office at CUNY.

IMMIGRANTS MATTER @ CUNY
FACEBOOK LIVE SESSION
MONDAY, NOVEMBER 21, 2016

Event’s goal: To discuss current and
future efforts to provide legal,
financial and counseling support for
these students.
Event participants: University
Relations, Office of the General
Counsel, CUNY Citizenship Now!,
Student Affairs, and Academic
Affairs

EVENT NOTES
• Brought together multiple University stakeholders in one place at one time
• Provided concrete information about available resources, both within CUNY and NYC,
including contact information (phone numbers, websites, email addresses)
• Encouraged individual students and their families to reach out to CUNY Citizenship Now! for
free legal counseling and support
• Offered specific instructions about next steps for students interested in utilizing Advance
Parole before Trump’s inauguration
• Reminded students that they can and should seek support from one another by participating
in community-building opportunities within CUNY (and beyond)
• Gave students a chance to ask direct questions
• Provoked a range of reactions from students

STORYTELLING WORKSHOP & PERFORMANCE
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 9, 2016

PROGRAM FOR DREAMERS AT CUNY

SPONSORED BY THE PERSHING SQUARE FOUNDATION

• Event goal: To create a ‘brave space’ in which undocumented students can
talk about life experiences, recognize their shared stories, and build
community. Two components: an interactive workshop during which
participants will learn about listening and shaping their own stories and a
storytelling performance during which seven undocumented students from
Baruch College will perform their personal stories.
• Event notes:
• Intention is to achieve intimacy and build emotional connection among
participants
• Event will invite family members to share in story performances

POST-ELECTION PRACTICES AT MSU
METROPOLITAN STATE UNIVERSITY - DENVER, CO
By Gregor Mieder
Immigrant Services Program Coordinator

MSU DESCRIPTION
MSU Denver is a non-residential institution located in downtown Denver,
with just a little over 20,000 enrolled students.
Colorado’s ASSET bill granted in-state tuition to students in 2012 and since
then, the University has seen a significant increase in undocumented
students and students with DACA status.
MSU Denver is unique in that it shares a campus with the Community
College of Denver as well as the University of Colorado – Denver.

RESPONSE AFTER ELECTION
• The institution has responded to the election through public
statements of support by the President, by organizing events aimed at
informing and supporting DREAMer students, and by making some
procedural changes to safeguard information.
• Three types of responses that we hope maintains a sense of security
of support on campus.

• Forum collaboratively planned and funded by
three institutions (MSU, CU Denver, and the
Community College of Denver).
• Agenda (4 hrs. long)
• Brief healing ceremony by nondenominational clergy
• Panel of on- and off-campus specialists
Legal specialists, immigration attorneys, campus
police, mental well-being specialists and
counselors, Chicano Studies faculty, academic
support specialists, and the former Deputy
Provost and special assistant to the Provost.

• Q&A
• Emails of attendees collected to build a network
of allies across campuses and send event flyers,
advocacy/training invites, and updates.

PHONE CALLING CAMPAIGN TO UNREGISTERED
DACA/UNDOCUMENTED STUDENTS
• Reach out to ~100 unregistered
students to encourage them to
continue with their education.
• Talking points to remind them of
the value of education, no matter
what the future holds
• Share community resources (legal,
housing, mental well-being, tax
preparation, etc.). A specific
resources handout prepared.

• Calls done by volunteers:

• Peer mentors (themselves DACA or
former undocumented students)
• Allies from across campus who
participated in United We Dream’s
UndocuPeers training.

CHANGE FINANCIAL ASSESSMENT PROCEDURES
• Instead of the FAFSA, MSU uses a Dreamer Application for Institutional Aid
form (DAIA).
• The DAIA form previously required tax documentation from students and
parents. In an effort to protect the students’ data against any potential
future subpoena coming from the federal or state government, all tax
forms, W2s, and other financial documents that were collected for
verification as part of the DAIA form were eliminated.
• Going forward, the DAIA form will only request self-reported income
information. Tax documents will not be requested anymore.

Q & A/COMMENTS
• Use the Q & A Panel to send us a
question
OR
• Raise your hand and unmute
yourself to speak

MENTAL HEALTH SUPPORT
• Increase mental health and hotline services on campus (stress confidentiality)
• See hand-outs in control panel

• Coping with Xenophobia, Racism & Micro-Aggressions as an Undocumented Student
• Suggestions for adults working with Undocumented Students

• Create moments of distraction and relaxation:

• Pizza party, movie night, casino night etc. for undocumented students

• Communicate messages of hope and support

• You are not alone!
• You are part of what makes this country great!
• Human and civil rights organizations will fight for individuals’ rights.

PEER SUPPORT
• Provide on-going, set DREAMer Drop-In Gatherings
• Bring older DREAMer alumni or professionals who can serve as older
peers/role models to speak with your DREAMers. These older
mentors can provide hope and resources, demonstrate resiliency and
show how activism can be helpful.

PRESIDENT’S OFFICE
• Write and share Statements of Support from Presidents expressing
that the university will stand with their undocumented students.
• Encourage Presidents to sign “Statement in Support of DACA Program
and our Undocumented Immigrant Students” spearheaded by
Pomona College’s President. Only accepting signatures from
Presidents and Chancellors. https://www.pomona.edu/news/2016/11/21-college-universitypresidents-call-us-uphold-and-continue-daca

PROVIDE LEGAL ASSISTANCE
• Provide financial support for immigration application fees.
• Provide legal services to undocumented students and their families. Partner with law
schools and local legal aid organizations.
• Provide legal assistance to DACA students who are studying abroad in the winter session.
• Undocumented immigrants should get an immigration “checkup” to find out what
protections and options they may benefit from.
• Families can find immigration legal help on the Immigration Advocates Network’s national
directory of more than 950 free or low-cost nonprofit immigration legal services providers in all 50
states. Searchable directory: https://www.immigrationlawhelp.org

TRAIN ALLIES ON CAMPUS
Organize school-wide trainings with staff, faculty and administrators about how to be an effective
ally to undocumented students. Here are two resources you can use to train allies:
• United We Dream’s UndocuPeer Training: http://unitedwedream.org/learn-can-use-undocupeers-liberatingcampus-climate-curriculum-school/
• TheDream.US UndocuAlly Training: http://www.thedream.us/for-partner-colleges/effective-practices-toolkit/

OTHER RESOURCES
• Effective Practices to Support Dreamers on College Campuses

http://www.thedream.us/wp-content/uploads/2016/11/Effective-Practices-to-Support-Scholars-1121-2016.pdf

• Beyond Deferred Action: Long-Term Immigration Remedies that Every Undocumented
Young Person Should Know About
http://www.e4fc.org/beyonddeferredaction.html

• Post Election: What Educators Can Do To Support Undocumented Students. –
http://e4fc.org/whatcaneducatorsdo.html

• Know Your Rights: Post-Election Resources for Immigrant Families – Emerson Collective
http://www.emersoncollective.com/articles/2016/11/22/post-election-resources

Q & A/COMMENTS/SHARE
• Use the Q & A Panel to send us a
question
OR
• Raise your hand and unmute
yourself to speak

UPDATE ON THEDREAM.US PRACTICES
• We will continue to fund our current Scholars – even if DACA is
eliminated – so long as we are able to do so.
• We will continue to advocate for tuition and aid equity for DREAMers.
• We are proactively advocating for the retention of DACA or a similar
status that will protect DREAMers from deportation and give them
the ability to legally work.

UPDATE ON NEW SCHOLARSHIP ROUND
• We plan to award at least 1,000 Scholarships this Spring to DREAMers who
meet DACA Eligibility/have TPS status.
• If applicants have not yet applied for DACA, they may submit a declaration
of applicant meeting DACA eligibility.
• If DACA is not eliminated, awardees will be asked to apply for DACA before enrolling
in college in the Fall.

• If DACA is eliminated, we will assess our options with our donors, advisory
board, and legal counsel. Our goal will be to continue to provide
scholarships to DREAMers, if possible.

Q & A/COMMENTS/SHARE
• Use the Q & A Panel to send us a
question
OR
• Raise your hand and unmute
yourself to speak

