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Testimonio

UndocuHustle in Grad
School

Graduate School
in Context
• M.A. vs. Ph.D. vs.
Professional School
• Private vs. Public
• Supportive vs. Nonsupportive Financial
support available
• Allies

Types of Financial Assistance $$
Available for Graduate School
• State Aid
• Institutional
Fellowships
• Departmental
Funding
• Privately Funded
Fellowships
• Scholarships
• Fundraising on
Your Own

State Financial Aid
• Depends on state policies
• In CA:
• State Aid ONLY AVAILABLE at CSUs
• Must file a DREAM application by March 2nd & meet all
necessary qualifications
• NOT AVAILABLE at UC or Privates
• UC Grant, Cal GRANTS, & EOP ONLY for undergrads

Institutional Fellowships
(State Universities)
• Students need to research their intended state university systems
• Research-focused universities more likely to have funding
• CA is friendlier toward undocumented graduate students, compared to
other states
• UC Office of the President Fellowships, Grants & Initiatives (many grants for
specific research)
• CSU Fellowships, Grants & Initiatives
• Graduate Equity Fellowships ($500-$2,000)
• Chancellor’s Doctoral Incentive Program (loans of $10K to $30K)
• Sally Casanova Pre-Doctoral Scholars Program ($3,000 grant)

• By INDIVIDUAL Campus

• Search for graduate funding and fellowships
• Search for specific fields of study and research topics
• Look for AB540 status

Tip: Important to do research ahead of time about funding for specific
programs (MA, PhD, professional schools).

Institutional Fellowships
(Private Schools)
• Private universities with
large endowments
• Ivy Leagues
• Tufts University
• USC

• Note: may or not be
public about support
for undocumented
students.
Tip: Tap into existing support networks for undocumented students at
these colleges.

Poll Question

Departmental Funding
• Offered by individual
department or faculty
member
• Graduate Student
Research Assistant
• Graduate Student
Teaching Assistant
• Departmental Stipends

Tip: Important to be proactive, do research ahead of time and network!

Privately Funded Fellowships
VERY COMPETITIVE!!
• Rhodes Fellowship
• Ford Foundation Fellowship Program
• Predoctoral
• Dissertation
• Postdoctoral
• The Paul & Daisy Soros Fellowship
• National Academy of Education/Spencer Dissertation Fellowship
Program (Dissertation)
Tip: If you or your student comes across a fellowship not open to
undocumented students, call them and explain why it’s important for them to
open the fellowship to undocumented students.

Private SCHOLARSHIPS
• E4FC’s List of
Graduate Scholarships
and Fellowships
• By Due Date
• By Scholarship
Category
• By Scholarship
Type
• By Field of Study
• By Award Range
• By Region
• My Undocumented
Life
• Dreamers Roadmap

Fundraising On
Your Own
• Determine how much money
student needs to fundraise
• Encourage student to write a
compelling story
• Suggest adding “rewards”
• Spread the word
• Send emails or personal letters
to family and friends
• Post on social media

• GoFundMe
http://www.gofundme.com/

Student Loans
• Undocumented graduate students are not eligible
to apply for students loans, only private loans.
• CA SB 1210, only for undergraduate students.

• Each lender has different requirements, but citizen
cosigner is needed.
• Could be required: updated passport, license, work
permit, SSN.
Tip: Loans should only be used as last result, since interest rates are much higher
with private loans and there is no loan forgiveness.

Additional Resources
• Pre-Health Dreamers - growing network and community of
over 800 health career bound undocumented students
across 42 different states, representing various career
interests.
• GRADD - an organization founded by undocumented
graduate students which aims to address the needs of
immigrant students interested in pursuing graduate
education.
• UndocuGrads National Network – growing and supportive
community of undocumented students as they share their
advice, stories, and knowledge about the ins and out of grad
school.

Q&A Related to Graduate School

Educators for Fair
Consideration (E4FC) –
Immigrants Rising

Educators for Fair Consideration (E4FC),
e4fc.org
• Legal Services
• Community Education
• Invest in the Dream
• New American Scholars Program
• Immigrant for Inclusion and
Change
• Pre-Health Dreamers
• Resources
• Paying for College
• Resources for Educators
• Legal Resources
• Policy
• Arts and Creativity
• Life After College for
Undocumented Students

E4FC’s
Entrepreneurship
Initiatives
• E4FC’s Life After College Guide,
2012
• Fund for Undocumented Social
Entrepreneurs (FUSE), 2016
• E4FC’s ITIN Guide, 2017
• Immigrants Rising, 2017
• Alternatives to Employment
Working Group, 2017
• Pilot Entrepreneurship Program
with SFUSD, 2017
• Festival of UndocuInnovation, 2017

Immigrants Rising
immigrantsrising.org
• Webinar Series + Handouts
• Introduction to Working for
Yourself
• ITINs, EINs, and Taxes
• Choosing a Business
Structure (with Prospera Coops)
• Accessing Financial Capital
(with Mission Asset Fund)
• Business Plans (with Centro
Community Partners)
• Immigration Remedies (with
Curran and Berger LLP)
• Worker Co-ops (with
Democracy at Work Institute)

Like us on Facebook! @ImmigrantsRising

• Complete Guides
• List of Resources

Tip: Consider hosting an “Entrepreneurship Night” where you watch 1-2
webinars, provide food and invite local speaker (entrepreneur, business school
student) to engage in discussion.

Alternative Ways to Earn
a Living

Ways to Learn a Living
• Working for yourself
(Independent Contracting)
• Sole Proprietorship: Type
of business entity owned
and run by one individual
where there is no legal
distinction between the
owner and the business
• LLC, Worker Cooperative:
A worker cooperative is a
business comprised of
members who are both
workers and owners of
the business.

Tip: Begin with independent contracting and progress through other business
structures.

Legal Considerations for Independent Contracting
• The Immigration Reform and Control Act of 1986 (IRCA) states that it
is illegal to knowingly employ unauthorized workers in the United
States.
• The IRCA requires employers to verify that every new employee
is legally authorized to work in the U.S., through the “I-9 System”.
• EXCEPTION An individual or entity is not required to obtain Form
I-9 from independent contractors or sporadic domestic workers.
• Federal Statute 8 U. S. Code 1324a(a)(4) prohibits an entity from
knowingly engaging an unauthorized individual to provide services as
a contractor.
• Individuals who fail to comply with Form I-9, or knowingly hire or
contract undocumented individuals may face civil fines, criminal
penalties, or debarment from government contracts.
Tip: Very important for DACA recipients to understand these legal considerations
before transitioning from employees to independent contractors.

Independent Contracting
• Definition: An independent contractor is a self-employed person
who produces a specific type of work product in a determined
amount of time.
• Personal Identification Required: The person or company that
pays is not required to ask an independent contractor to fill out an
I-9, or otherwise inquire about immigration status. They will,
however, require a SSN, or an ITIN to commence work.
• Liability: An independent contractor receives all profits and is held
liable for all losses and debts.
• Taxes: An independent contractor must pay self-employment tax
and income tax. An independent contractor may use an ITIN to file
and pay taxes instead of a SSN.
Tip: Watch Immigrants Rising Webinars #1 “Working for Yourself” and Webinar #2 “ITINs,
EINs, and Taxes” for more detailed information about independent contracting.

Basic Guidelines for Independent
Contracting (IRS)
• An individual is an IC if the payer has the right to
control or direct only the result of the work and not
what will be done and how it will be done.
• The earnings of a person who is working as an
independent contractor are subject to SelfEmployment Tax.
• Common Law Rules
• Behavioral
• Financial
• Type of relationship

Source: IRS Publication 15-A, 2016 Edition

Forms Required
To Work as an IC
• W-7 Form (only if you
do not have a SSN
and are not eligible to
get one)
• W-9 Form
• 1099 Form
• Written (and
customized) Contract
• Invoice
(myhours.com)

Sole Proprietorship
Definition: A sole proprietorship is a type of business entity owned
and run by one individual where there is no legal distinction
between the owner and the business.
Personal information required: In most cases, a SSN or ITIN is
required to start a sole proprietorship. Only in certain
circumstances, such as hiring an employee, would someone have
to apply for an EIN. A sole proprietor must file a doing business as
(DBA) statement with a local government agency, such as the
county clerk’s office.
Liability and taxes: Working as a sole proprietor means that an
individual is still working as an independent contractor. The sole
proprietor has the same liability, should follow the same
guidelines, and must use the same tax forms as an independent
contractor.
Tip: Watch Immigrants Rising Webinar #3 “Business Structures” for more
detailed information about choosing a business structure.

Limited Liability Corporation (LLC)
Definition: A Limited Liability Company (LLC) is a business structure
allowed by state statute that provides the limited liability features of
a corporation and the tax efficiencies and operational flexibility of a
partnership.

• Owners of an LLC are called members.
• Members may include individuals, corporations, other LLCs and
foreign entities.
• No maximum number of members
• Most states also permit “single-member” LLCs
• LLC regulations vary by state
Tip: Watch Immigrants Rising Webinar #7 “Worker Coops and LLCs” for more
detailed information about these business structures.

Suggestions for Partner Colleges to
Support Immigrant Entrepreneurs
• Work with local law schools to host legal (business) clinics
and help set up business structures.
• Work with business schools to host tax and business
development workshops.
• Find lawyers, entrepreneurs, accountants and others in
community willing to support immigrant entrepreneurs
(help create a network).
• Encourage college departments to use independent
contractor or fellowship model for paid research
opportunities.
• Print and disseminate Immigrant Rising flyer.

Green Card Through Investment
• EB-5 Immigrant Investor Program
• Make the necessary investment ($1 million in most areas and $500,000
in targeted high-unemployment areas) in a commercial enterprise in the
United States; and
• Plan to create or preserve 10 permanent full-time jobs for qualified U.S.
workers.
• DHS International Entrepreneur Rule (currently on hold by Trump)
• The entrepreneur must own at least 10% of a startup entity founded in
the last five years and has an active and central role in the company.
• The startup company must have significant potential for rapid growth
and job creation.
• The initial parole grant is valid for up to 2.5 years and carries automatic
work authorization (can be extended for additional 2.5 years).
• Up to 3 entrepreneurs per startup can qualify for parole.

Tip: Watch Immigrants Rising Webinar #6 “Immigration Remedies” for more
information about immigration remedies through entrepreneurship.

Tips to Start Earning a Living as an Entrepreneurs
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Liberate yourself from your immigration status
Make sure the type of work you wish to do follows the independent contractor guidelines
Become familiar with the legal aspects of working as an independent contractor
Think about what it is that you enjoy doing and/or have a natural talent for
Highlight your assets and skills and be prepared to demonstrate how they meet the needs of your
clients
Research similar types of work so you know the standard rate for your services
Become familiar with writing contracts and make sure to sign a contract with every client
Promote yourself via social media (LinkedIn, YouTube, Facebook, etc.), blogs, and websites
Join an independent consultant network, such as IQ Workforce
Become active in your local business community
Attend workshops and watch webinars, lectures, presentations, etc. (available for free on
YouTube) related to consulting/independent contracting
Research additional tips and resources online
Network, network, network!

Tip: Print and share with your students!

iliana@e4fc.org
E4fc.org
Immigrantsrising.org
twitter.com/iliana_gperez
linkedin.com/in/ilianaperez
facebook.com/ili.gperez

Questions?

