
Henry R. Muñoz III 
Henry R. Muñoz III, a dynamic figure in business, activism, and 
design, transitioned from a distinguished career as a D.C. 
changemaker to owning the renowned comedy studio Funny or 
Die. Notable for launching impactful movements like Momento
Latino and TheDream.US, Muñoz is now reshaping Hollywood's 
narrative through Emmy-winning and Tony-nominated productions 
and acclaimed films. During the COVID-19 pandemic, he 
championed healthcare for immigrant communities by co-founding 
SOMOS US and has also won over 150 design awards when he 
led Muñoz & Company, a distinguished design practice. Muñoz is 
the Founding Chairman of the Smithsonian American Latino 
Museum and has broken countless barriers, including being the 
first openly gay Latino Finance Chair of The Democratic National 
Committee and serving the longest tenure. In 2023, Muñoz 
received the Visionary Award at Comic Relief US for his 
philanthropic endeavors.



Cristela Alonzo
Cristela made history when she became the 
first Latina to create, produce and star in her 
own network sitcom, Cristela for ABC. 
Cristela made history again when she 
became the first Latina lead in a Disney Pixar 
film when she voiced the character of Cruz 
Ramirez in Cars 3. Today, Cristela tours 
around the country performing to sold-out 
clubs and theaters. Her first stand-up 
specials are currently streaming on Netflix. In 
2019, she released her first memoir, Music to 
My Years. Aside from comedy, Cristela 
focuses on advocacy work, fighting for issues 
such as immigration, universal healthcare 
and lower income communities.



Cesia Bulnes
Cesia Bulnes graduated from Florida 
International University in 2019 with an 
undergraduate degree in Computer Science. She 
moved on into the industry working at various big 
tech companies such as Microsoft, Visa, and 
Apple and has been able to also graduate with 
her masters degree in Computer science from 
the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign. 
Cesia now lives in the Pacific Northwest with her 
husband and her shiba inu. She strives to give 
back to the community via mentorship, especially 
for women in tech of Latinx origin.



Don Graham
Don Graham is Chairman Emeritus, Graham Holdings 
Company. His family published The Washington Post 
from 1946 until 2013. Don co-founded and served as 
chairman of the District of Columbia College Access 
Program that has helped double the number of DC 
public high school students going on to college and 
has helped triple the number graduating from college. 
He remains a member of the DC-CAP board. Upon 
learning of the plight of undocumented students with 
no access to college, Graham co-founded 
TheDream.US to help undocumented immigrant youth 
get access to a college education. His wife, journalist 
Amanda Bennett (formerly Director of Voice of 
America) joined him in this endeavor.



Esder Chong
Esder Chong founded RU Dreamers, a student 
organization that advocates for undocumented students’ 
access to higher education. Collaborating with various 
stakeholders, she led efforts to pass the S699 State 
Financial Aid bill, expanding access to higher education 
for undocumented residents in New Jersey. She also 
worked on the Let’s Drive NJ campaign to expand 
access to New Jersey driver’s licenses to 
undocumented immigrants, formerly incarcerated 
people, domestic violence survivors, and senior citizens. 
Esder recently completed her Ed.M. from the Harvard 
Graduate School of Education and has previously 
completed her Masters in Global Affairs at Tsinghua 
University as a Schwarzman Scholar. Esder was born in 
South Korea and raised in Central New Jersey.



Brian Ortega
Brian is a proud father, husband, and Dreamer. He is 
an advocate of high quality educational opportunities 
for all with over 13 years experience in nonprofit 
education. He currently serves as a K-12, Sr. Policy 
Analyst for UnidosUS. Prior to this, he was the  
Director of Community Affairs and Advocacy for one of 
the largest K-12 charter school networks in Chicago, 
Acero Schools. Throughout his career, Brian has 
established a wide range of partnerships and raised 
over $500,000 for equitable services for 
undocumented families across Chicago.



Donna Carroll
Donna M. Carroll joined the Association of Catholic Colleges and 
Universities (ACCU) in September 2023 as Executive Director. 
Prior to joining ACCU, Donna served with distinction as president 
of Dominican University (IL) for 27 years from 1994–2021. She 
recently completed a two-year appointment as an Interfaith 
America Fellow while simultaneously serving as interim president 
of North Central College (IL) from 2022–2023. A counselor 
educator by discipline, Carroll speaks and writes about leadership, 
vocation, and resilience. She is recognized nationally as an 
outspoken advocate for immigration reform and the rights of 
undocumented students. Carroll has received numerous academic, 
civic, and diocesan awards, including the Rev. Theodore Hesburgh 
Award, for her justice-oriented leadership and contributions to 
Catholic higher education. She has been a facilitator for CIC’s 
Presidential Vocation and Institutional Mission Seminar since 2013 
and enjoys coaching new and aspiring college presidents.



Maria Gabriela “Gaby” Pacheco
Gaby, an influential immigrant rights and education leader from 
Miami, Florida, is the President and CEO of TheDream.US. For two 
decades, Pacheco has played a pivotal role in advocating for 
immigration and immigrant rights. In 2010, alongside three 
undocumented students, she led the Trail of Dreams, a remarkable 
four-month walk from Miami to Washington, DC. Two years later, she 
spearheaded efforts to establish the Deferred Action for Childhood 
Arrivals (DACA) program. Pacheco made history as the first 
undocumented Latina to testify before Congress on April 22, 2013, 
addressing the Senate Judiciary Committee and highlighting the 
urgent need for immigration reform. Despite being undocumented, 
Pacheco fought for higher education and earned multiple degrees in 
education from Miami Dade College. On June 21, 2023, Pacheco 
achieved one of her biggest dreams and became a naturalized US 
Citizen. Gaby resides in Miami with her husband and their five 
rescued dogs.


