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About TheDream.US and Dreamers:
What You Need to Know

About TheDream.US: TheDream.US is the nation’s largest college and career success program for
undocumented immigrant students, having provided more than 10,000 college scholarships to Dreamers
attending over 80 partner colleges in 21 states and Washington, DC. As of May 2024, we have graduated
more than 4,000 Scholars. Virtually all of our Scholars and Alumni are from low-income households and
83% of TheDream.US Scholars were the first in their family to attend college.

About “Dreamers": “Dreamers” are undocumented immigrants who arrived in the United States as
minors. For example, the median age of arrival for TheDream.US Scholars is just 4 years old. According
to the Migration Policy Institute (MPI), there are an estimated 3 million “Dreamers” who live in the
United States. Dreamers can have DACA, TPS, be fully undocumented or be in limbo status.

About DACA: First enacted in 2012 by executive action, the Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals
(DACA) program is a renewable, two-year status that provides opportunities such as work permits and
deportation protections for eligible Dreamers. The program was once open to Dreamers who met
requirements (including passing a federal background check; being under age 31; arrival in U.S. at 16
or younger; continuous residency in the U.S. for at least the past five years; and either high school
graduation or honorable U.S. military service). MPI research “shows that DACA has opened doors to
higher education, better and higher-paying jobs, greater access to home ownership, and improved
mental health.”

How Many Dreamers Have DACA? Ongoing legal challenges
to the program have barred new applicants into DACA in recent
years. As of December 2023, USCIS reported 530,000 Dreamers
had active DACA status. MPI estimates 1.16 million Dreamers
would be eligible for DACA if the program'’s original 2012
eligibility guidelines were active and the program was accepting
new applicants. Since its founding 10 years ago, TheDream.

US has evolved to meet the changing needs of Dreamers and
expanded eligibility to Dreamers with and without DACA. The
youngest cohort of TheDream.US Scholars predominantly lack
DACA protections.



http://TheDream.US
https://www.thedream.us/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/TheDreamUS-GDS-Alumni_Survey_Report_2022-FINAL.pdf
https://www.migrationpolicy.org/news/dreamers-who-could-feature-legalization-debate
https://www.migrationpolicy.org/news/dreamers-who-could-feature-legalization-debate
https://www.migrationpolicy.org/news/shrinking-number-daca-participants
https://www.uscis.gov/tools/reports-and-studies/immigration-and-citizenship-data
https://www.migrationpolicy.org/programs/data-hub/deferred-action-childhood-arrivals-daca-profiles

Dreamers and Higher Education: Nearly 100,000 undocumented students graduate high school
annually. Despite many Dreamers’ early age of arrival in the U.S. and K-12 successes, they face challenges
in affording and attending college due to their immigration status. All Dreamers, even those with active
DACA status, are barred from federal loans and grants. Today, 31% of College students are either 1st

or 2nd generation immigrant students and more than 400,000 undocumented students are enrolled in
American colleges and universities. Immigrant-origin students are the fastest growing group of students
in U.S. higher education, driving 80% of all domestic enrollment growth at colleges and universities
from 2000 to 2021.

State Higher Education Policy for Dreamers: Approximately half of states - 24 states and D.C. -
provide access to in-state tuition to the states’ undocumented students to attend public colleges and
universities. Of those states, 18 and D.C. also provide access to state financial aid. Higher education
classifies Dreamers as “eligible domestic non-citizens,” per IPEDS.

Dreamers and Economic and Workforce Contributions: In 2022, DACA recipients collectively earned
nearly $27.9 billion. DACA recipients pay $9.4 billion in taxes annually and contribute nearly $2.1 billion
to Social Security and Medicare each year. 94% of TheDream.US Alumni are employed or self-employed
and contributing to the American economy - part of the 90 percent of DACA recipients who are working,
including 340,000 who were deemed “essential” workers during the pandemic. There are approximately
15,000 K-12 teachers with DACA during a time of severe teacher shortages and 34,000 health care
workers with DACA providing patient care. Dreamers’ contributions are part of the larger story that
immigrants are helping to drive economic growth, combat inflation, and fill critical workforce shortfalls.

The American Public Strongly Supports Dreamers: Among the key recent reminders of Americans’
support for Dreamers, polling shows that support for Dreamers and DACA is a point of overwhelming
consensus among a strong majority of Americans. For example, in a March 2024 Wall Street Journal poll,
74% of Americans supported a pathway to citizenship for undocumented immigrants who have been

in the country for many years and pass a background check, such as Dreamers. That policy was most
popular of eight immigration policies tested in the poll.

Trusted Resources and Data:

® TheDream.US program snapshot (here)
TheDream.US graduation video (here)

TheDream.US 2022 Alumni Survey Report in partnership
with Golden Door Scholars (here)

® Presidents’ Alliance report: Undocumented Students in
Higher Education (here)

® Presidents’ Alliance report: Immigrant-Origin Students in
U.S. Higher Education (here)

® Presidents’ Alliance resource: Breakdown of Dreamer
Populations (here)

® Niskanen Center Blog: More DACA recipients are
homeowners than ever before (here)


https://www.higheredimmigrationportal.org/research/migration-policy-institute-fact-sheet-on-number-of-dreamers-graduating-from-high-school/#:~:text=MPI%20estimates%20that%2098%2C000%20undocumented,of%2065%2C000%20students%20per%20year
https://www.higheredimmigrationportal.org/research/immigrant-origin-students-in-u-s-higher-education/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1cGRzwiWcpgCf5F2dxn-qCMS5_RMFOrbW/view
https://www.higheredimmigrationportal.org/states/
https://www.americanprogress.org/article/the-demographic-and-economic-impacts-of-daca-recipients-fall-2021-edition/
https://www.americanprogress.org/article/daca-recipients-bolster-social-security-and-medicare/
https://www.thedream.us/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/TheDream.US-Program-Overview-December2023-1-1.pdf
https://www.americanprogress.org/article/the-demographic-and-economic-impacts-of-daca-recipients-fall-2021-edition/
https://twitter.com/TeachForAmerica/status/1564661231419539459
https://www.americanprogress.org/article/the-demographic-and-economic-impacts-of-daca-recipients-fall-2021-edition/
https://www.americanprogress.org/article/the-demographic-and-economic-impacts-of-daca-recipients-fall-2021-edition/
https://finance.yahoo.com/news/one-key-reason-inflation-is-cooling-immigrant-workers-185353683.html
https://www.presidentsalliance.org/press/voters-agreed-on-urgent-need-for-legislative-solutions-for-dreamers-recent-polling-shows-a-strong-majority-of-americans-across-the-political-spectrum-support-action/
https://www.wsj.com/politics/policy/americans-want-the-immigration-bill-congress-wont-pass-wsj-poll-shows-227b9bb8
https://www.thedream.us/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/TheDream.US-Program-Overview-December2023-1-1.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v9-UGnG22s8
https://www.thedream.us/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/TheDreamUS-GDS-Alumni_Survey_Report_2022-FINAL.pdf
https://www.higheredimmigrationportal.org/research/undocumented-students-in-higher-education-updated-march-2021/
https://www.higheredimmigrationportal.org/research/immigrant-origin-students-in-u-s-higher-education/
https://www.presidentsalliance.org/breakdown-of-dreamer-populations-both-with-and-without-daca/
https://www.niskanencenter.org/more-daca-recipients-are-homeowners-than-ever-before/

